7th Grade Intersession Packets - Judaic Studies
Holocaust Book Report

Questions? Contact Dani Carrus Dcarrus@brandeis.edu

1) Please choose one of the following books (see description of books below): 
				Kindertransport: by Olga Levy Drucker
				The Devil's Arithmetic: by Jane Yolen
				Thanks to My Mother: by Schoschana Rabinovici
				The Book Thief   by Markus Zusak
				Hitler’s Canary  by Sandi Toksvig
				Another book can be used if approved  by Dani Carrus 

2) Next, decide on the format you want to take for the assignment.  You have the following options:
  	(A) Write a short essay (Length: 2 Pages, Times New Roman, Size 12, Double-Spaced)
  	(B) Create a presentation (Poster or Powerpoint - make sure to put a really good effort).
(C) Talk to Dani Carrus about another option. 

3) Whichever format you decide to take, please make sure to follow the general guidelines below:

· Your task is to place the message of this book/film in the historical context of the Holocaust. The characters are simply a way to acquire the facts. How do the characters interact with history? What parts of the Holocaust are your characters dealing with? Don't be overly concerned with character and story development, but concentrate on the history that you learn from this book/film. 


· Your paper/presentation should raise an issue or a question to explore (such as "Why did the Jews not just run away? or "How did Jews cope with the inhuman situations that they were put in?, etc...).  You should share how the characters in your book answered that question.  


· Your paper/presentation should make some kind of personal connection to your life.  Did you relate to the characters at all? If so, how?  Also, did you like the book?  Would you recommend it to others? 



Please be sure that you are proud of the work that you hand in. Good luck and have a great winter break! If you have any questions, please contact Dani Carrus  dcarrus@brandeis.edu 

Due Date: First day of class after Intersession on January 22, 2012
Book excerpts/summaries:

Kindertransport: by Olga Levy Drucker
	Olga Levy Drucker was one of the thousand children who were rescued from Nazi  Germany.  They were sent across the ocean to safety.  From the beginning descriptions in the book, one can tell that Olga's parents had money.  Then enter Hitler.  Jews everywhere lost their rights.  Many lost their lives.  This book is the true story of Olga's survival and the hardships she faced.  It is a story of perseverance and hope.  I am glad this is one of the books listed on our curriculum's reading circle list.  I will highly recommend it.  Maybe some of my students will look into this fascinating event that saved so many live.

The Devil's Arithmetic: by Jane Yolen
A historical novel written by American author Jane Yolen and published in 1988. The book is about Hannah, a Jewish girl who lives in New Rochelle, New York. During a Passover Seder, Hannah is transported back in time to 1942 Poland, during World War II, where she is sent to a Nazi concentration camp and learns the importance of knowing about the past.

Thanks to My Mother: by Schoschana Rabinovici
		Born Susie Weksler, Rabinovici was only eightwhen Hitler's forces invaded her Lithuanian city of Vilnius, a great center forJewish learning and culture. Soon after, her family faced hunger and fear in the Jewish ghetto, but the worse was yet to come. 
The Book Thief   by Markus Zusak
	Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau.  This is an unforgettable story about the ability of books to feed the soul.

Hitler’s Canary  by Sandi Toksvig
	I's April 1940 and German troops are pouring onto the streets of Denmark. 12-year-old Bamse is ordered by his father to keep his head down and stay out of trouble. But Bamse and his daring friend Anton can't resist playing the occasional practical joke on the invading soldiers. When it becomes clear that the trouble isn't just going to pass them by, the people of Denmark decide to take action and Bamse and his eccentric family are about to take part in one of history's most dramatic rescues - smuggling Denmark's Jewish population, across the water to Sweden, and safety. 
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